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132 REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

book, in thirty chapters, and reveals the virtues as well as the 
shortcomings of collaboration. From the American standpoint 
the chapter dealing with the work done by the church in the 
EngHsh language is of special interest. The figures there given 
indicate that the foreign language is steadily giving way to the 
English, and that the church, realizing this, is taking steps to 
meet the resultant problems. 

T. C. Blegen 

Voyages of the Norsemen to America {Scandinavian Mono- 
graphs, 1 ) . By William Hovgaard, late commander in the 
royal Danish navy and professor of naval design and con- 
struction in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
(New York, The American-Scandinavian Foundation, 1914. 
xxi, 304 p.) 

The American-Scandinavian Foundation is to be congratu- 
lated on the attractive appearance and scholarly character of the 
first volume of its Scandinavian Monographs. Professor Hov- 
gaard's interest in the subject began with a study of the "means 
and methods of navigation possessed by the Norsemen, and of 
the bearing of these features on the question of the discovery of 
America." From this the work gradually developed into an 
orderly presentation and critical discussion of all the available 
evidence, whether historical, geographical, ethnological, or botan- 
ical. The conclusions reached are that the early explorations of 
the Norsemen probably reached the coast of Massachusetts, but 
that the later expedition for purposes of settlement did not get 
south of Newfoundland and failed of its purpose because of 
attacks by the Indians and internal strife. 

A passage of especial interest to the people of Minnesota 
occurs on page 116 under the heading "Ruins and Inscriptions 
found in America." It reads as follows : "The so-called Ken- 
sington Stone, found in Minnesota, bears a runic inscription, but 
it has been conclusively shown by Professor G. T. Flom to be a 
recent forgery." 

A large number of excellent illustrations and several folding 
maps add to the value of the work. The bibHography, though 
not critical, is useful, but the index is inadequate. 

S. J. B. 



